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A review of the effects of colonialism on Urdu language and literature.

Abstract:

The settler made the people of the subcontinent believe that the best language is only English.
Only its speakers can be civilized- The settlers introduced the English language in Bar-e-Sagheer
under a special thought and concern. Even the rest of the languages came to be despised and their
speakers looked withevil down upon,- here the dual system of education started in the
subcontinent. And two classes were born. One was the English-reading class and the other was
the class learning in local languages- And the English-reading class started to be honored. In this
paper, apart from the language and literature, the motivations due to which the Urdu education
system did not get the importance, it needed for the development of the subcontinent's culture
have been examined.

Key words: Definition of language, importance and impact of colonialism on Urdu language and
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" This culture gap between the two nationals had to be filled with tolerance forbearance and
patience. Any other way of tackling. The problems it raised would damage Their interests to an
incalculable degree"(23)
In the works of Gilchrist’s, we find tendency to record as many 'equivalents' of an English word
as possible. While he was quite successful in collecting a large number of Hindustani vocables,
he often failed to discriminate between Precise Literal meanings and virtual or metaphorical

usages. Anyone Who seeks guidance from his dictionary would find himself completely lost in a



chaos. The meanings of the word "Prejudice”, on which he spent so much time, are good
examples:-
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Similarly, while giving the meanings of "Abuse “Gilchrist included the following words as
Hindustani equivalents"
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And against the word"poem"are given the following meanings.
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"The first attempt of the colonized is to change his condition by changing his skin. There is a
tempting model very close at hand. The colonizer- The latter suffer from none of his
deficiencies¢ has all rights enjoy every possession and benefits from every prestige. He is,
moreover, the other past of the comparison, the one that crushes the colonized and keeps him in
servitude. The First ambition of the colonized is to become equal to that splendid model and to
re-simple him to the point of disappearing in him (32)
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